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Main findings and contributions to knowledge:
	The research has brought to light the two main methods applied to create Vietnamese criminal science terms. These are 1) Terminologisation of  common words; and 2) Borrowing foreign terms. The findings indicate that when a common word is terminologised by the meaning being narrowed down, it serves both as an independent term and as a constituent in the creation of a new term when combined with other constituents. A common word,  terminologised while keeping its original form but with a change of meaning based on analogy (metaphorisation), only acts as a term constituent. These constituents combine with others to make numerous new terms. The term-borrowing method, which keeps the original form of the word of the source language and transcribes the original word into the target language, occurs not only at word level but also at constituent level.
	The research has also detected 32 structural models of Vietnamese criminal science terms, of which the two most common models are composed of two or three constituents as shown in the following diagram:
[image: ]
The majority of the terms are combined in subordinate relation. In a term, the head constituent denotes concept of type and the subordinate constituent(s) manifest the defining features, functioning as the term’s designation basis.  
	Additionally, the research has revealed 26 essential features that are selected as the term’s designation basis, forming the internal structure of Vietnamese criminal science terms. Those features function as the defining elements of the term. The four features most frequently employed are 1) objects as evidence, physical evidence and documents and sites used to determine the offence; 2) specific acts of violation of the law; 3) activities of crime prevention and detection; and 4) function. These four features adopt different shades of meaning at the heart of the semantic structure of Vietnamese criminal science terms.
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